Appl. Serial No. 10/741,539 
Response dated December 28, 05 
Reply to Office action of October 12, 2005 
Docket No. 2000.01 0.00/US 

REMARKS/AMENDMENTS : 

Claims 1-28 were pending in this application. 

Claims 1-2, 12-27 have been cancelled. Of these, the non-elected claims 12-26 
have been canceled as having been directed to non-elected claims, based on the Examiner's 
advice in Office Action mailed May 12, 2005. In cancelling these claims, applicants 
reserve the right to file one or more divisional or continuation applications directed to 
subject matter thereof 

Claims 3-6, 8, 1 1 and 28 have been amended. 

Claims 3-1 1 and 28 remain. 

Applicants acknowledge the Examiners indication of allowance of claims 8-11; and 
conditional allowability of claim 3-7 and 28 if amended for independent form and to 
include the limitations of associated base claims. 

Claims 1, 2, and 27 were rejected under 35 USC 103(a), as being unpatentable over 
Horch (US 6,888,176 Bl). These claims have been cancelled rendering the rejection moot. 

Claims 3-7 were objected to as having been dependent on a rejected base claim 1. 

Claim 3 has been amended to be in independent form and to include limitations of 
the previous base claims. Accordingly, applicants submit that independent claim 3 is now 
in condition for allowance. 

Claim 4 has been emended to be in independent form and to include the limitations 
of its previous base claim. Accordingly, applicants submit that independent claim 4 is now 
in condition for allowance. Likewise, it follows that associated dependent claim 5 also is 
allowable at least for reason of depending on an allowable base claim. 

Claim 6 has been emended to be in independent form and to include the limitations 
of its previous base claim. Accordingly, applicants submit that independent claim 6 is now 
in condition for allowance. Likewise, it follows that associated dependent claim 7 also is 
allowable at least for reason of depending on an allowable base claim. 



Page 6 of 7 



Appl. Serial No. 10/741,539 
Response dated December 28, 05 
Reply to Office action of October 12, 2005 
Docket No. 2000.010.00/US 

Applicants acknowledge the Examiner's allowance of claims 8-11. 

Relative to some of the amendments to the claims - e.g., claims 5, 8 and 1 1 - 
applicants submit that these amendments may be found to improve their readability and to 
merely recite more clearly that which had already been implicit therein. 

Claim 28, previously dependent upon independent claim 27, was objected to as 
being dependent upon a rejected independent claim 27. Applicants have amended claim 28 
to be in independent form and to include the limitations of its previous base claim. 
Accordingly, applicants submit that claim 28 is now in condition for allowance. 

Applicants believe no additional claim fees are due in connection with this reply. 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, applicants respectfully request the 
allowance of claims 3-11 and 28 and the same for this application. 



Respectfully Submitted, 
FIELDS IP, P S. 




Fields IP, P S. 

601 Main Street, Suite 405 

Vancouver, WA 98660-3414 



Walter D. Fields 
Reg. No. 37,130 
Tel.: 360-750-9936 
Fax: 360-838-0144 
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